Dear parents, carers and parishioners,

This week, we were delighted to welcome two diocesan inspectors into
CATHOUC SCHOO school for our denominational inspection. While the final report remains con-

INSPECTORATE fidential for now, we will be sure to share the outcome with you as soon as it
is officially released. In the meantime, we are pleased to say that we are very
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happy with how the inspection went and with the result.

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who took the time to complete the parent sur-
vey. It was incredibly reassuring to hear that so many of you recognise and feel the rapid improvements
taking place within our school. A special thank you also goes to the parents who generously gave their
time to speak with the inspectors during their visit - your support made a real difference.

We are proud to be part of such a wonderful school community, truly blessed with amazing children and
supportive families. Thank you for your continued encouragement and partnership.

This inspection has reaffirmed what we strive for every day: that we are truly living, loving, and learning
together, with our eyes firmly focused on Jesus.

Best wishes,

David, Joanne and Steph

Phonics Screening Check

Just a reminder about the upcoming Phonics Screening Check that all Year 1
Key stage 1 pupils across the country will be taking part in during next week.

The Phonics Screening Check is a short, statutory assessment designed to con-
firm whether your child has learned to decode words using phonics to an ap-
propriate standard. It involves your child reading a selection of 40 words and

non-words (also known as alien words) to a familiar adult in school.

The check is carefully designed to be age-appropriate and is conducted in a

relaxed and supportive environment. Most children find it enjoyable and are

proud to show off their reading skills. We have been working hard in school to

_ prepare the children, and we encourage you to continue supporting your child
at home by reading regularly and practising phonics sounds.
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Allergy Reminder

Thank you to everyone for being so supportive and understanding about the letter we sent out this
week regarding nuts and strawberries. If you missed the email, please see below for the content.

'Some of our children and staff have severe allergies to nuts
8 and strawberries. In certain cases, anaphylaxis (a serious and potentially

In addition, if your child has consumed nuts or strawberries before coming to school, we kindly ask that
they wash their hands thoroughly.

We appreciate that these measures may seem strict; however, the allergies we are managing are severe
enough that even minimal contact could result in a serious medical emergency. Our priority must be to
ensure that all pupils and staff are able to attend school safely.

Due to the severity of the risk, any prohibited items found in school after this letter has been issued will
be confiscated, and parents or carers will be contacted immediately.

Thank you in advance for your understanding, support, and cooperation in helping us provide a safe envi-
ronment for every child in our care. Should you have any questions or require further clarification, please
do not hesitate to contact the school office.

Non-uniform Day

Just a reminder that Friday 12th June is a non-uniform day. This day is to sup-
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é ‘ IR n port the school in organising our Summer Fayre. Can we please request that

“on_u"'FORM DAY any spare chocolates are brought into school in exchange for this non-uniform
-9 8 day Please know that your support here is greatly appreciated.

Year 6 Residential Fundraising Success

We are delighted to share the impact of the fantastic fundraising efforts and generosity of our whole
school community. Thanks to the support of families, staff and pupils, an incredible £1,907 was raised
towards the Year 6 residential visit. This means that the cost of the trip has been reduced by £95.35 per
pupil, bringing the final cost down from £299 to £203.65.

This is a wonderful example of our school community coming together to support our children and help
make memorable experiences more accessible for all. We are incredibly grateful to everyone who con-
tributed, attended events, donated prizes, volunteered their time or supported our fundraising in any
way. Thank you for helping to make this special opportunity even more affordable for our Year 6 pupils.
Your kindness and generosity are greatly appreciated.
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Parish Schools' Pilgrimage to Ushaw

Our Year 5 and Year 6 pupils recently joined children from St Michael's School for a special Parish
Schools' Pilgrimage to Ushaw, walking in the footsteps of St Francis of Assisi.

The children spent the day reflecting on St Francis' message of caring for God's creation, living
simply and being peacemakers. They enjoyed shared activities, time together outdoors and the
opportunity to strengthen friendships within our parish community.

A highlight of the day was celebrating Mass in St Cuthbert's Chapel, where our pupils confidently
took part in readings, prayers and the offertory procession.

We are incredibly proud of our Year 5 and Year 6 pupils, who represented Our Lady & St Joseph's
with reverence, respect and enthusiasm, truly living out our mission of living, loving and learning
with our eyes focused on Jesus.
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Online Safety Tips

Article 19: The right to be protected from all forms of harm

Online Scams

; It is important to be aware that scammers can target your child whilst online
'y through social media, messaging apps and games. These scams often look genu-
ine, and children may not have the digital literacy skills to question their authen-
§ ticity. This can happen across lots of platforms that your child is accessing, for

SCAL example Roblox or TikTok. Scams can include:

. Offering in game currency.

. Befriending your child, which can then lead to requests for money or account details/personal in-
formation.

. Phishing links, with the intention of sharing malware or requesting account details/personal infor-
mation.

What can | do?

It is important to have regular conversations with your child about what they are doing online and re-
mind them to:

. Never share passwords or verification codes.

. Speak to you or another trusted adult if they are unsure about anything.

. Ensure appropriate parental controls and privacy settings are in place.

. Talk to your child about the different scams that can appear online and remind your child to check

links before clicking on them.

Remind your child that if they do think that they have been scammed, then to tell you straightaway.

Further information

https://parentzone.org.uk/article/how-deal-online-scams-parent-guide

Digital Footprints

When we go online, we create a digital footprint, which is a record of what wedoonline.
This can be by visiting websites, sharing photos, liking or commenting on other people’s
posts or playing games. It is important that children are aware of the digital footprint
that they are creating and the lasting effect it can have. Childline provides further infor-

4 mation about digital footprints, including advice on how to protect our privacy online:

https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online mobile-safety/taking-care-your
-digital-footprint/
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Procedures for appointments during school hours

If you have to take your child out of school for any reason, including a medical, dental, school visit ap-

pointment, please could you inform the school office prior to the appointment along with any supporting

evidence of the appointment. This is so that we can authorise the absence where we can and your child is

not marked as unauthorised in our register.

Please see below guidance from the government regarding school attendance. https://www.gov.uk/

school-attendance-absence

Children should aim to arrive in school by 8:55 am at the latest. Persistent lateness causes disruption to

your child’s education.

Year Attendance this week: Late arrivals
Reception 98.88% We understand that mornings can be hectic and
Year 1/2 100% that, on occasion events beyond parents’ control
can cause delays on the journey to school. How-
Year 3 92.73% . )
ever, we have noticed that the number of chil-
[s)
Year4 92.34% dren arriving at school after the gates have closed
Year 5 96.52% at 8:55am has increased in recent weeks.
Year 6 94% Class registers are taken at 9:00am prompt as we
Lighthouse 96.55% don’t want to miss any learning opportunities. All

Weekly overall attendance: 95.58%

children should be in class and sat down by

Year to date attendance: 95.1%

9:00am.

Standards at Our Lady & St. Joseph’s

Our expectations on attendance must
remain strong and, as the parent com-
munity know, we take this part of our
job very seriously indeed. We will be
contacting parents/carers of those
children who are persistently absent,
this means any child with an attend-
ance percentage of 90% or less.
Please understand that this is a sup-
portive measure and that we are
working hard to leave no stone un-
turned to help your child achieve the
very best possible outcomes.

Equates to:

sCHOOR

@ T D rove
» CONCERNS

» SERIOUS
CONCERNS
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Stars of the week

Oliver L Year R For super S|tl'|ng.and listening on the carpet. You have set a wonderful ex-
ample to your friends - well done!
Noah W Year1/2 For working hard this week with his handwriting and presentation!
ear
vy S For fantastic independent work on Fractions this week!
Alex TD S For writing a fantastic descriptive story. Well done.
ear
Rohan O For amazing effort with his handwriting this week. Well done
Apollo O e For fantastic focus and effort in RE this week. Superstar!
ear
Emmie B For excellent effort and perseverance in your maths this week.
Lucy C N For wonderful progress in English learning the Jabberwock poem.
ear
Imogen For wonderful progress in Maths with decimals.
Everyone - the 4 . ol o
Year 6  For fantastic contributions on our pilgrimage to Ushaw College.
whole class!
Oliver B Lighthouse For fantastic work with fractions. A Maths superstar!
HOUSE POINTS
25th May ";?,\ _- ,.'_;.liv»y‘yh':'v;'
2l B e ==
17th November R
31st August
Weekly total 327 438 450 290
Running total 4704 4166 4151 4541

Rainbow Rewards

Red Is for the blood he gave (Be Kind) Megan C & Abbie M: For always being
thoughtful and kind when playing with the
younger children.

Lilly Mae G: For being a kind and helpful
friend in the classroom.
Green |Is for the world he made (Be a steward)
Is for the light so bright (Be humble)
Orange |Is strong and full of might (Be courageous)
Purple |[Is for his hour of sorrow (Be compassionate
and say sorry)

Pink Is for a new tomorrow (Be just and fair)

Blue Is for the sky he made so we can aim high. |Jessica W: For showing great determination
with her handwriting.
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Ask your child

How was We're sure you all ask your children what they have learned at school every day.
SCH OOL We're also sure that the depth of answers that you receive will also vary, with
some children saying, ‘nothing’. To help aid your discussions, each week in the
newsletter we will include a starter question that will help your child to talk about
what they what they have been learning that week in school. Try it tonight

Reception Using two parts, what different ways can we make 5?
Year 1/2 Why do we think that Stonehenge was built?
Year 3 What might Plato and Aristotle talk about if they are philosophers?
Year 4 What are tremors and aftershocks?
Year 5 What is the scientific method?
Year 6 What is metafiction?
Lighthouse What is Arable farming?

Article 14: The right of freedom of thought, belief and religion

The Gospel in Church - Sunday 7th June 2026

Jesus said, “I am the living bread which has come down from
™ heaven. Those who eat this bread will live forever. Now the bread
| which I will give is my flesh, and | will give my flesh for the life of
the world. Those who eat the bread which is my flesh have eternal
| life now, and | will raise them up on the last day. My flesh is true
| food; my blood is true drink. Those who eat my flesh and drink my
blood live in me and I live in them. So my flesh is the bread which
comes down from heaven. It is not like the bread which our ances-
tors once ate in the desert — they died, but those who eat this
bread will live forever.”

John 6:51-58

Which words stood out for you in this Gospel, and why? What does the picture make you think about?
“Prayer nourishes the friendship of the soul with God.” St Teresa of Avila

Now enjoy exploring this Wednesday’s word, which is NOURISH.

“Jesus is the Bread of Life for our families. Let us be united to Je-
sus, nourished by daily prayer, by listening to the Word of God”

Pope Francis (Pope from 2013-2025)
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Parents
Invited
Monday 18th May World Day for Cultural Diversity All Day No
Tuesday 19th May Show Racism the Red Card Y5/6 AM No
Wednesday 19th May Year 4 Mass (St. Joseph’s Church) 10:30am Yes
Tuesday 19th May New Reception Parent Welcome Meeting 4:00pm Yes
Wednesday 20th May Year 1/2 and Year 3 Visit to Centre of Life All day No
Wednesday 20th May Parental Meeting - Y5 Visit to London 3:30pm Yes
Friday 22nd May Non-Uniform Day (Toys and Books) All day No
Friday 22nd May Break up for half-term holiday 3:30pm -
Monday 1st June Return to school for Summer Term 2 8:45am -
w/b Monday 1st June Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check — No
Wednesday 3rd June Year Mass 1/2 (St. Joseph’s Church) 10:30am Yes
Thursday 4th & 11th June Year 3 Road Safety PM No
Friday 5th June Ushaw Pilgrimage Day All Day No
w/b 8th June Phonics Screening Check All day No
Friday 12th June Non-Uniform Day (Chocolates) All day No
Thursday 11th June New to Reception - Stay and Play 1:30pm Yes
Wednesday 17th June Year 6 Transition Event STMB All day No
Thursday 18th June Fathers Day / Someone Special Breakfast 8:30am - 9:00am Yes
Friday 19th June Year 5 Visit to London (Parliament) All day No
Monday 22nd June School Photograph Day All day —
Tuesday 23rd June ‘New to Year 1’ - Transition Meeting 3:35pm Yes
Wednesday 24th June Sports Day PM Yes
Thursday 25th June Year 6 Youth Ministry Festival All day No
Friday 26th June Non-Uniform Day (Bottles) All day No
w/b 29th June Art Week All Week No
Wednesday 1st July Year 3 Mass (St. Joseph’s Church) 10:30am Yes
St. Leonard’s and Durham Academy
Friday 3rd July All Day No
Year 6 (Transition Day)
Friday 3rd July Transition Day in School All Day No
6th—38th July Year 6 Robinwood Residential 3 Days No
Wednesday 8th July Reception Graduation Mass (In school) 10:30am Yes
Friday 10th July Year 6 Leavers Mass (St. Joseph’s Church) 10:30pm Yes
Monday 13th July Year 6 Leavers Production 2:00pm Yes
Monday 13th July Annual Reports sent out to parents 3:30pm —
Tuesday 14th July Summer Fayre 1:30pm Yes
Thursday 16th July END of TERM 3:30pm -

Friday 17th July has been allocated as the school’s final teacher training day. The school will be closed

to all pupils.

Living, Loving and learning together with our eyes focused on Jesus




ONLINE GROOMING

Oniine grooming is when someone builds a relationship with o child or young person online to gain
their trust for the purpose of sexual abuse, exploitation, radicalisation, or criminal activity ~ such as
county lines or financial scams. According to the NSPCC, police in the UK recorded over 7,000 offences
\ Involving sexual communication with a child in a single year - an increcse of 83% since 2017/18. /

STRANGERS USING =7
FAKE IDENTITIES &
Groomers often pose on children of tesncgens
online to byl trust. They may creats convincing
foks profiles, share photos stolen froen recl people,
oe mimic the intareats of tha chiid. By pretanding to
Do somaecne thelr age, they make canversations fesl
sate and relotable. Over time, they may sk for
personal details, photos, or suggest meeting in
mmm-d'mmmm
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EXPLOITATION THROUGH
GIFTS AND FLATTERY 1%

and special, lowering their defences. Once trust is
d, gr may icte their requests, often
asking lor phatos or private conversations, making
e child fesl pressured or Indebtad to continus.
LTSS

GROUP CHATS AS
HIDDEN PATHWAYS * @

" Unemarvtored growp chats ca pictforms e

WhatsApp or Discord provide a cover for gr
Thoy con wotch how children interoct, identify those
who seem vuinerabie, and then move conversations
into private messaging. This transition makes
detection dificult for trusted odults. The ingly
harmiess group setting often marks the presence of
predatoss, giving children o ickee sense of security.

THE RISE OF @\
SEXTORTION ‘/\‘ !

Sexrtartion involves pressusing childmen into tharing
axplicit contant, then Blackmeling e for more.
Offenders moy cioim 1o hove hacked o child's device,
threaten to share imogos with friands or famdy, or

fctims remain slient out of

ol often feel trapped,
believing there's no safe way to escope te ctuation.
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GAMING PLATFORMS AS
GROOMING GATEWAYS /R

Gomes o Roblax, Fortnits, or Call of Duty, which

Include fve chat features, are frequent targets for
groomers. Conversotions often begin casually during
gomeplcy and cen b manipuative over time.
Grosmars may alfer in-game gifts, credits, o >
exciusive add-ons to bulid rappart. Children using
hoodsats of privots chat features ore aspecially ot

risk, as conversations aro hardar for adufts to

maonitor.
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CRIMINAL & RADICALISATION
RISKS Lva
Grosming is not ciweys seruol Some ; VJ

otfenders manipulate children into criminal
octivities such os drug running or ondine froud.
Others attempt to radicalise young peopée with
Idestogies. O s often use lear, money,
thame, or promises of belenging to control their
vicime. Thess forma of exploitation can be just os
hammiul a9 sexucl groeming, and often leave lasting
paychological and social consequences.
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“' KEEP CONVERSATIONS REGULAR

Rothes than having one “big tolk” about anline safsty, weave convensations

into everyday life. Ask questions about children’s onfine friendships and
interwats. Shorw real-ile examples 1o moke discussions relatable ond encourage
honesty instead of secracy. When children feel comforiable discussing thelr digital
lives, they are for mare Bkely 10 share concema or admit when samething fosis
wrong, reducing the ch of risky tians gaing unnaticed.

UNDERSTAND THE PLATFORMS CHILDREN USE |

Taks time to learn about the apps, games, and social pigtiorms children
are on, Famiicrive yourself with peivacy settings, parental cantrols, ond 6
group chot leatures. Use resources ks The Nationel College guides o

duct quick het 1o stoy updated By understanding how thess
plotiorms operots, you'll be betier equipped to st boundariss, guide

sate use, and notice amy unusuel or conceming ondine behaviowr sarly. m
L) ™

Meet Qur Expert

Staftordshire Police Is dodicoted to keeping peopie sofe and tackling crime

ocross both the physical and digital world. Tha force continues to strangthen [l BEJeTRT&S

Its digitat investigation and sofeguarding capablities to protect childron and

vuinerabie pecpie online, working in portnership with ncal, regioncé ond
nationdl seganisationt, schools. and the wider community

" CREATE A "TELL ME™ CULTURE

Chikdren often keep shent bacause they fear baing punished o losing ﬂ) &
hlm‘ "3 B, 2 >
concarns woee't et tham into trauble. Emphesise thot you are there to h@'
4 »

helg, not judge, Creating @ sale, open enviranmant encourages children
1o speck up ¥ something feels wrong, and holps to ansuro they dont
suffer in silence when facing potential grooming risks.

e
STAY ALERT TO WARNING SIGNS 4

B0 ottentive 1o both behavioural and digtal 1ed fiags. Sudden screcy,

moad swings, or new onfine contacts may signal o probiem. Watch for
unexploined gifts, now social media profiles, or changes in slioep pattorna.
increased onxiety of reluctance to attend school can also be indicators. Regularty
checking in ond showing interest in those whom they communicate with onfine
holp prevent small issues from escolating into serfous fsis.

wilakeUp
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