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Dear parents, carers and parishioners, 

Another action-packed week at Our Lady and St. Josephs.  As always, our children have all been amazing! 

David, Joanne and Steph 

 

Year 3/4 Football Competition 

On Thursday, we were pleased to host our Year 3/4 football competition at Our Lady & St. Joseph’s. Six 

schools took part in what was an enjoyable and competitive afternoon of football. 

Our team represented the school well throughout the tournament, showing good teamwork, determina-

tion and sportsmanship. Their efforts resulted in a well-earned 3rd place finish out of six teams. 

We would like to thank all staff who helped run the event, as well as the parents who came along to sup-

port the children. Your encouragement made a real difference. A special thank you also goes to our PTA 

for their continued backing and support of school sport. 

Congratulations to St. Cuthbert’s CLS for winning the competition, and thank you to all participating 

schools for attending: St. Mary’s Blackhill, St. Michael’s Esh, St. Bede’s Washington, St. Pius Xth and St. 

Cuthbert’s (CLS). 

Within our team, well done to Alex, who was named our Player of the Tournament, and to George P, who 

received our Top Scorer award  

Overall, the children should be proud of their efforts and the positive way in which they represented the 

school. 

https://ourladyandstjosephsushawmoor.bwcet.com/
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Spotlight Success 

Here are some wonder-

ful examples of our Year 

6 work this week.  Beau-

tiful composition and 

transcription skills.  Well 

done to everyone in the 

class and a huge shout 

out to  Lukas and Judah, 

your work here is excep-

tional! 

Here is Lucy who re-

ceived a goalkeeper jer-

sey from the Sheffield 

Utd team. 

What a wonderful gift 

and an extra special 

memory. 

Hopefully, it’ll be Lucy 

giving out her strip in 

the near future! 

Well done, Caitlin, who passed all her dance ex-

ams for ballet, tap and theatre craft.  What a su-

perstar!!! Caitlin, we are all exceptionally proud of 

you! 

Outstanding Ge-

ography, Afie.  

You are making 

exceptional pro-

gress. 

Charlie, you are 

making great 

progress with 

your hand-

writing.  STAR! 
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Tik Tok 

You must be over 13 years of age to use TikTok.  

TikTok is a social media platform for sharing and watching short video clips. 

If your child is using TikTok then make sure appropriate security / privacy 

settings are applied.  
 

Account set up  

It is important that your child enters their real date of birth as accounts are tailored by age e.g., Direct 

Messaging is disabled for accounts aged 13-15. In addition, advertisements are tailored by age. By de-

fault, accounts for people under 16 are set to private. You can read more about the other settings availa-

ble, such as switching off comments and restricted mode here.  
 

Family Pairing  

Family Pairing allows you to link your own account to your child’s account. You can then set controls such 

as restricted mode or tailor your child's ‘For You’ feed by selecting keywords that TikTok will use to filter 

out posts. You can find out more here.  
 

What do I need to be aware of?  

Inappropriate content and themes: whilst against guidelines, explicit and inappropriate content can be 

found on this platform, for example nudity/sexual content and hate speech. Some of the songs available 

to lip sync to may contain inappropriate lyrics/themes.  

Challenges: We often see viral challenges on social media, some of which can be risky/dangerous. Sadly, 

there are reports that children have died whilst attempting online challenges. Children may not yet have 

developed the skills and ability to critically analyse that what they see online is not always safe for them 

to replicate.  

Stranger contact: chat to your child about how people may not be 

who they say they are when online.  
 

Refresh your feed  

You can refresh your “For You” feed to update the content recom-

mended. 
 

Further information  

https://parentzone.org.uk/article/tiktok   

https://www.tiktok.com/safety/en/guardians-guide  

Article 19:  The right to be protected from all forms of harm  

https://support.tiktok.com/en/account-and-privacy/account-privacy%20settings/privacy-and-safety-settings-for-users-under-age-18
https://support.tiktok.com/en/safety-hc/account%20and-user-safety/family-pairing
For%20You
https://parentzone.org.uk/article/tiktok
https://www.tiktok.com/safety/en/guardians-guide
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Procedures for appointments during school hours  

If you have to take your child out of school for any reason, including a medical, dental, school visit ap-

pointment, please could you inform the school office prior to the appointment along with any supporting 

evidence of the appointment. This is so that we can authorise the absence where we can and your child is 

not marked as unauthorised in our register.  

Please see below guidance from the government regarding school attendance. https://www.gov.uk/

school-attendance-absence  

Children should aim to arrive in school by 8:55 am at the latest. Persistent lateness causes disruption to 

your child’s education.  

 

Year  Attendance this week: 

Reception 95.51% 

Year 1/2 95.71% 

Year 3 100% 

Year 4 95.88% 

Year 5  98.7% 

Year 6 96.8% 

Lighthouse 96.67% 

Weekly overall attendance:  97.15% 

Year to date attendance: 95.24% 

Late arrivals 

We understand that mornings can be hectic and 

that, on occasion events beyond parents’ control 

can cause delays on the journey to school. How-

ever, we have noticed that the number of chil-

dren arriving at school after the gates have closed 

at 8:55am has increased in recent weeks.  

Class registers are taken at 9:00am prompt as we 

don’t want to miss any learning opportunities.  All 

children should be in class and sat down by 

9:00am. 

Standards at Our Lady & St. Joseph’s 

Our expectations on attendance must 

remain strong and, as the parent com-

munity know, we take this part of our 

job very seriously indeed. We will be 

contacting parents/carers of those 

children who are persistently absent, 

this means any child with an attend-

ance percentage of 90% or less.  

Please understand that this is a sup-

portive measure and that we are 

working hard to leave no stone un-

turned to help your child achieve the 

very best possible outcomes. 

https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence
https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence
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HOUSE POINTS 

St. Bede St. Cuthbert St. Hilda St. Aidan Feast Days: 

25th May 

20th March 

17th November 

31st August 

 

 

   

Weekly total 135 102 98 73 

Running total 3911 3327 3300 3839 

Zane S Year R  For amazing letter formation.  Well done! 

Aiden S 

Charlie S 
Year 1/2 

For some fantastic problem solving and reasoning skills in Maths. 

For having a fantastic attitude towards his learning this week. 

David S 

Lily C 
Year 3 

For your outstanding use of rich and exciting vocabulary in your work.  

For always trying your best, never giving up, and showing a great attitude. 

Bella-Rose B 

Olivia H 
Year 4 

For excellent focus and effort all week, well done! 

For excellent use of correctly punctuated speech in English this week. 

Bridgette T  

Phoebe D 
Year 5  

For a wonderful start in Year 5!  

For excellent work and progress in French.  bien joué  

Charlie S 

Xander J 
Year 6 

For clear handwriting and presentation in his History work.  

For super application to all areas of work in class.   

Lucy C Lighthouse For outstanding work in phonics, this week! 

Stars of the week 

Rainbow Rewards 

Red Is for the blood he gave (Be Kind) Alfie and Gomez: For always being 

thoughtful and being a good friend to oth-

ers.  

Green Is for the world he made (Be a steward)  

Yellow Is for the light so bright (Be humble)  

Orange Is strong and full of might (Be courageous)  

Purple Is for his hour of sorrow (Be compassionate 

and say sorry) 

 

Pink Is for a new tomorrow (Be just and fair)  

Blue Is for the sky he made so we can aim high.   

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjHurnS6-vPAhVMchQKHT60Am0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.saintcuthbert.net%2F2011%2F04%2Flovely-stained-glass-cuthbert.html&bvm=bv.136499718,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNF9OoiS
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjp4bSB7OvPAhVDuRQKHTlKDWIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.earlybritishkingdoms.com%2Fadversaries%2Fbios%2Fhilda.html&bvm=bv.136499718,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNGn9NoET-7y_1Xx
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi99tOz6-vPAhVFchQKHbwvC8QQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FAidan_of_Lindisfarne&bvm=bv.136499718,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNFnEswVgJhye01JA__BmAVixF6m6w
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpriorsmillbillingham.co.uk%2Fstockton%2Fprimary%2Fpriorsmill%2Farenas%2Fwebsitecontent%2Fweb%2Fall-star-sports-clipart-cliparthut-free-clipart-clipart-star-621_648.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpriorsmil
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Ask your child 

We’re sure you all ask your children what they have learned at school every day.  

We’re also sure that the depth of answers that you receive will also vary, with 

some children saying, ‘nothing’.  To help aid your discussions, each week in the 

newsletter we will include a starter question that will help your child to talk about 

what they what they have been learning that week in school.  Try it tonight 

 

The Gospel in Church - Sunday 3rd May 2026 

On the night before he died, Jesus spoke to his friends, the disciples. “Do not let your 

hearts be troubled,” he said. “Trust in God and trust in me. There are many rooms in 

my Father’s house, and I am going now to prepare a place for you. I will come again 

and take you with me so that where I am, you may be too. You know the way to the 

place where I am going.” Then Thomas, a disciple, said, “Lord, we do not know where 

you are going: how can we know the way?” Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth and 

the Life. No one can come to the Father except through me. If you know me, you 

know my Father too. You must believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in me. I tell you most solemnly, whoever believes in me will perform the 

same works as I do myself; they will perform even greater works, because I am going 

to the Father.”  

Adapted from John 14:1-12  

Reception Can you tell me two different ways to make 6? 

Year 1/2 How did our nomadic ancestors hunt and gather food?  

Year 3  What happens when a volcano erupts? 

Year 4 What can you remember about the rock-hewn church in Ethiopia?  

Year 5 What happened when the warriors returned to Jorvik?  

Year 6 What can we learn about history from reading and listening to the Norse sagas? 

Lighthouse What food do we need to eat? 

Article 14:  The right of freedom of thought, belief and religion  

CAFOD 

Children raised £125 for Big Lenten Walk! 

This was raised from non-uniform day and raffle led by Year 6 as part of their 

Faith in Action Award.  

This enabled Our Lady & St. Joseph’s to pay to set up and care for one 

floating garden, to pay and train a floating garden farmer and to pay and 

train a farmer to care for seedlings in Bangladesh.  

Well, done all! Catholic Social Teaching Principals being lived out. 
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Date Event Time 
Parents 

Invited 

Monday 4th May Bank Holiday All Day No 

w/b 11th May  KS2 SATs Week  All week  No  

Thursday 14th May Year 5 Mass (St. Joseph’s Church) 9.30am Yes 

Monday 18th May World Day for Cultural Diversity All Day No 

Tuesday 19th May Show Racism the Red Card  Y5/6 AM No 

Wednesday 19th May  Year 4  Mass (St. Joseph’s Church) 10:30am Yes 

Tuesday 19th May  New Reception Parent Welcome Meeting  4:00pm Yes 

Wednesday 20th  May  Year 1/2 and Year 3  Visit to Centre of Life All day No 

Wednesday 20th May Parental Meeting  - Y5 Visit to London  3:30pm Yes  

Friday  22nd May Non-Uniform Day (Toys and Books)  All day No 

Friday 22nd May Break up for half-term holiday 3:30pm — 

Monday 1st June Return to school for Summer Term 2 8:45am — 

w/b Monday 1st June  Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check — No  

Wednesday 3rd  June Year Mass 1/2 (St. Joseph’s Church) 10:30am Yes 

Thursday 4th &11th June  Year 3 Road Safety   PM No 

Friday 5th June  Ushaw Pilgrimage Day  All Day  No 

w/b 8th June Phonics Screening Check  All day  No  

Friday 12th June Non-Uniform Day (Chocolates)  All day  No 

Thursday 4th June  New to Reception - Stay and Play 1:30pm Yes 

Thursday 11th June New to Reception - Stay and Play 1:30pm Yes 

Wednesday 17th June  Year 6 Transition Event  STMB All day No 

Thursday 18th June Fathers Day / Someone Special Breakfast  8:30am - 9:00am  Yes  

Friday 19th June  Year 5 Visit to London (Parliament) All day  No 

Monday 22nd June School Photograph Day All day — 

Tuesday 23rd June  ‘New to Year 1’ - Transition Meeting 3:35pm Yes 

Wednesday 24th June Sports Day  PM  Yes  

Thursday 25th June Year 6  Youth Ministry Festival All day No 

Friday  26th June  Non-Uniform Day (Bottles)  All day  No 

w/b 29th June Art Week All Week No 

Wednesday 1st July Year 3 Mass (St. Joseph’s Church) 10:30am Yes 

Friday 3rd July 
St. Leonard’s and Durham Academy  

Year 6 (Transition Day) 
All Day No 

Friday 3rd July  Transition Day in School All Day  No  

6th—8th July Year 6 Robinwood Residential  3 Days No 

Wednesday 8th July Reception Graduation Mass (In school) 10:30am Yes  

Monday 13th July Year 6 Leavers Production 2:00pm Yes  

Monday 13th July Annual Reports sent out to parents  3:30pm  — 

Tuesday 14th July Summer Fayre 1:30pm Yes  

Wednesday 15th July Year 6 Leavers Mass (St. Joseph’s Church) 10:30pm Yes  

Thursday 16th July END of TERM  3:30pm  — 

Friday 17th July has been allocated as the school’s final teacher training day.  The school will be closed to all pupils. 
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