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Dear Parents, carers and parishioners,
Happy New Year!

We hope that you and your families had a lovely Christmas break. The children have returned to school
brilliantly this week and are straight back into routines—thanks for your support with this. The Spring
Term is an exciting time in school with lots of activities and events. We hope you get a moment to look
through the diary dates and see what’s going on this term.

Have a great weekend,

David, Joanne and Sam

Anxious about School Coffee Morning— Monday 12th January—9:00am

We would like to invite you to a coffee morning to share information regarding
emotional well-being and managing anxious thoughts and feelings. The morning
is for those families who have concerns regarding school attendance, anxiety,
worry and other mental health concerns. Come to the main office to be signed

in and you will be taken through to the coffee morning.

Facebook Page

Our school Facebook page launched just before Christmas. Over the coming weeks you will see this used
to share pictures and descriptions of things going on in school. If you use social media, please follow us to
stay up to date.

1—; Our Lady & St. Joseph Primary School.
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PE at Our Lady & St Joseph’s — This Half Term
This half term in PE, our pupils are focusing on Netball and Gymnastics.

In Netball, children will be learning the key skills of passing, catching, shooting and footwork, as well
as developing their understanding of teamwork and tactics. As the weeks progress, they’ll have the
chance to put these skills into practice through small-sided games, building confidence and
cooperation on the court.

In Gymnastics, pupils will explore balance, flexibility, and control. They’ll work on creating sequences
that combine rolls, jumps, shapes, and counterbalances while learning how to move safely and
creatively. This unit encourages not only physical strength but also imagination and problem-solving.

We're excited to see the children challenge themselves and celebrate their progress in both activities.
Thank you for supporting them in staying active and enthusiastic about PE!

Alongside our PE lessons, we will also be learning about the muscles of the body. Children will explore
some of the main muscles and learn how they help us move, stay active, and keep our bodies strong.
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Procedures for appointments during school hours

If you have to take your child out of school for any reason, including a medical, dental, school visit ap-
pointment, please could you inform the school office prior to the appointment along with any supporting
evidence of the appointment. This is so that we can authorise the absence where we can and your child is
not marked as unauthorised in our register.

Please see below guidance from the government regarding school attendance. https://www.gov.uk/

school-attendance-absence

Children should aim to arrive in school by 8:55 am at the latest. Persistent lateness causes disruption to
your child’s education.

Late arrivals

Year Attendance this week:
; We understand that mornings can be hectic and
Reception 92% . ,
that, on occasion events beyond parents’ control
Year 1/2 99% can cause delays on the journey to school.
Year 3 95%
Year 4 979
car % Class registers are taken at 9:00am prompt as we
Year 5 98% don’t want to miss any learning opportunities. All
Year 6 93% children should be in class and sat down by
Lighthouse 81% 9:00am.

Standards at Our Lady & St. Joseph’s

Our expectations on attendance must Equates to:
SCHOOL
@ K
munity know, we take this part of our

job very seriously indeed. We will be @<
contacting parents/carers of those

remain strong and, as the parent com-

children who are persistently absent,

this means any child with an attend-

ance percentage of 90% or less. . nxA':;mL(( T:‘E)gsogg
Please understand that this is a sup-
portive measure and that we are s )) CONCERNS
working hard to leave no stone un-
turned to help your child achieve the . onvs G )) c%ﬁﬂgg:ﬂ

very best possible outcomes.
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Stars of the week

Sadie

Gracie
Gabo

Isla
Rohan

Kenzi
Lexi
Michael
Maisie
Megan
Kingsley
Ashton

Isa
Michael

Year R For brilliant writing about our story—One Snowy Night.
Y 1/2 For having a fantastic attitude and always being ready to learn!
ear
For sharing some brilliant ideas about our new story in English!
Y 3 For fantastic effort with handwriting.
ear
For amazing effort, focus and a positive attitude in class.
Year 4 For excellent effort and attitude to learning in maths this week.
ear
For fantastic focus and attitude to learning all week.
Y 5 For excellent effort and improved concentration.
ear
For excellent understanding of our new text Skellig in English.
For excellent answers during metric conversion maths.
Year 6 For a super character description of Budi, in our new book, 'Kick.'
Lighthouse For excellent effort in maths.
For amazing effort and willingness to improve her skills.
PE

For great listening and excellent passing in Netball.

HOUSE POINTS

were feeling unwell.
Grayson Y1/2: For being kind to a friend.

Captains St. Bede St. Aidan
Eva
Esme
Weekly total 157 84 65 64
Running total 2219 1569 1630 1787
Rainbow Rewards
Red Is for the blood he gave (Be Kind) Charlie Y1/2: For always smiling and making us feel happy.

Charlie Y6: For being kind to his friends and helping them when they

give up or take the easy option)

basketball hoop.

writing.

Green |Isfor the world he made (Be a steward)
Is for the light so bright (Be humble)
Orange |lsstrong and full of might (Be courageous) Jac: For encouraging children to join in new games at lunch time.
Purple |Is for his hour of sorrow (Be compassionate and
say sorry)
Pink |Is for a new tomorrow (Be just and fair)
Blue Is for the sky he made so we can aim high (Never Grayson Y1/2: For not giving up wit trying to get the ball in the

Keisha-Rose: For never giving up and trying hard with her hand-
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Ask your child

How was We're sure you all ask your children what they have learned at school every day.

SCH OOL We're also sure that the depth of answers that you receive will also vary, with

some children saying, ‘nothing’. To help aid your discussions, each week in the
newsletter we will include a starter question that will help your child to talk about
what they what they have been learning that week in school. Try it tonight

'&odaj?

Reception What is a difference between old and new toys?

What different books do we use at home and at school?
Year 1/2 What living things did we find on our nature walk?
What great adventure did Tom have in the North Pole?

Year 3 What is a settlement?
Year 4 Who added Britannia to the Roman Empire?
Year 5 What was Saint John Henry Newman’s question for us?

How do you stay in the green zone?

Year 6
What does it mean to love God?

Lighthouse How would you describe Templeton?

Article 14: The right of freedom of thought, belief and religion

THE GOSPEL IN CHURCH
Sunday 11" Janvary 2026

Jesus came from Galilee to the
Jordan to be baptised by John.
John tried to dissuade him. "It is
I who need baptism from you,”
he said, "and yet you come to
me!” But Jesus replied, “Leave it like this for
the time being; it is fitting that we should,
in this way, do all that righteousness
demands.” At this, John gave in to him.
As soon as Jesus was baptised he came up
from the water, and suddenly the heavens
opened and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and coming down
on him. And a voice spoke from heaven,
“This is my Son, the Beloved; my favour
rests on him.”

Adapted from Matthew 3:13-17
The Baptism of the Lord, Year A

Getting to know Jesus makes life joyful.
Leamn more about this Sunday's Gospel in your
local Parish Church: all are very warmly invited,

Dear Lord Jesus, please help me fo be always ready fo make o new start

with you and with each other ve starf this New Year. Amen.
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Al The Nationol Colege, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip porents, corers and educaton with the confidence and proctical skilis 16 be able 1o have informed Und oge-appropriate
comversations with children about online safety, mental heolth and wellibeing, ond climate change. Farmarly deltverod by Notional Cnine Satoty, thete guisdes now aoddross wider topics and themes
for lurther guides, hints ond tips, plecse visit nationalcellege com

Al TOYS

This festive season, the newest toys on the shelves do not just blink or make nolse; they listen, Many
now come with artificiol intelligence (A1), allowing them to talk, learn, and even respond to a child's

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

TOVS THATLISTEN © oo
AND LEARN <

Whan o toy uses AL |t colects doto such o
volce recordinga, ineroctions. and bockgroond
Ounds. This information is sent to remote
satvers, where it is onalysed 10 improve
respontes. Your chilg's voice becomes training
data, which may be stored indefinitely or shared
with third parties.

P
‘ WEAK SECURITY m

PROTECTIONS

Some A toys have poot password protectian

af open network connections. Others may hove
mMiorophones or comeras thot stay on, even
when the toy appears 1o be off. This can leod 10
vomrdnpl baing rnodn withsut your knowiedge,

v

ARTIFICIAL VOICES,
REAL INFLUENCE

For very young children, an Al companion moy
become one of the first valces thay intaract with
reguiarty. How thot voloe shows humour,
ompathy, or authority con shape how a child
learns 10 communicate il the modsl is ontificiol
then part of what is lsormed iy artificial as well

‘m

emotions. These toys can be educational and engaging, but they also collect, store, and process
information. This guide explaine what that means for fomilies and why it matters. _ r

PRESSURE TO

KEEP ENGAGING @
-0

Sama 1oys teword ropeatad uss or track
engogement, ancouraging children to intoract
more. Whea childeen compara how thelr toys
parform, It crectas prassure to ploy more olften
This increases the amount of data collectod ond
can make leaming feel ke compaetition

MARKETING
THROUGH PLAY

Toys that lear a child's praferences may
feod that data Into tuture advertiting. A toy
that knows o child's favourite colaur ar hobby
cauld help o company design mare targeted
marketing s that chid and their family

-

PLAYTIME AS
DATA TRAINING

The intarmotion collected hom childean

helps troin Al systerms. Thair voice, smotional
responses, ond behaviour shape how machines
‘understond’ people. Moy becomes part of o
mch larger system that influsnces how futurs
technologlies bebaye

:)‘lll-‘l .

' LAdv?[ce for Parents A& Educato

START WITH A CONVERSATION

Talk 1o young peoplie, Expiain thot somw toys
leam trom what they say ond do. Help them
understond that even friendly technology
shouid hove boundories, and Lo etk questions
about it, Curiotity is healthy. bindg trust is not

RESEARCH BEFORE YOU BUY

Look for toys that work offline or sors data locolly. m

Chock for a free or demo versinn 30 you cen tesl
how it behaves. Read privacy policies to
understond what gata ls collected. whare it goos,
and wheiher ity shared with others

Meet Qur Expert

SET LIMITS ON USE

Tarn off Wi-T1 of iustooth when the toy is not g
n use, Check for updotes requiarty, as they
con chonge privacy o safety settings. Treat

connected toys like any smart device: they should be
manitored, updated, and switched off when not in use

REVIEW PRIVACY SETTINGS

Find put where the dota ls stored and who has
eccess 1o It Some companies 1ed of share data
with advertisers. §f the toy connects through an

,  @pp, check whot it requests ocoess to and fimit

thoae iy P

Clar Hawking Is Executive Director of Kompass Education She odvises
governments, school trusts, and global orgonisotions on Al governance

ond suteguarding, helping scnools and families understond how

'
technology shapas learning, wallbeing. and the digital futiure of children '

X @wake_up_weds

n fwuw.thenationaicollege

@wake.upwednesday

MODEL DIGITAL AWARENESS

Children lnarmn fram adults. i they see you e
totkking ;p:"nlv::zwl o:llno mm; :"'wym;t;-‘r:on
liknly 10 G0 the same. Show tham how 10 question
technotogy in 2 healthy way.

el
BALANCE Al WITH REAL PLAY

Al teye can be fun andd cregtive, Dut they ore

not o rep et for recd iy

Encouroge time awoy from technology with
tias thot foster obonal and secial

——

»  Use Altoys to suppoeet [sarhing, not define i,

ot @wake.up.weds

Users of this guide do 30 ot thair own discretion. No Bability s sntered into. Current os of the date of relecse: 17,12.2028
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g Diary.Dates

(=

Tuesday 6th January Return to school for Spring 1st Half Term 8:45am -
Monday 12th January Anxious about school—coffee morning 9:00am Yes
Year 4—Learn with me (Parent and Pupil
Thursday 29th January ) 2:30pm—3:30pm Yes
sessions)
Thursday 29th January Year 4 Parent Tables Check Meeting 3:40pm—4:00pm Yes
Monday 9th February Children’s Mental Health Week All Week No
Tuesday 10th February Safer Internet Day All Day No
Year 6—Learn with me (Parent and Pupil
Wednesday 11th February ) 2:30pm—3:30pm Yes
sessions)
Wednesday 11th February Year 6 Parent SATS Meeting 4pm Yes
Wednesday 11th February Year 1 Parent Phonics Meeting 3:40pm Yes
Year 5 Learn with me (Parent and Pupil
Monday 16th February i 2:30pm Yes
sessions)
Friday 20th February Break up for half-term holiday 3:30pm -
Monday 2nd March Return to school for Spring 2nd Half Term 8:45am -
World Book Day: Yes
Thursday 5th March - Non-Uniform and ‘Breakfast with a All Day (8:30—
book’ 8:55)
Monday 9th March Science Week All Week -
Reception—Stay and Discover (Parent
Monday 9th March y ) ] ( 9:00am—10:00am Yes
and Pupil sessions)
Year 1/2—Learn with me (Parent and
Tuesday 10th March ) ) ( 2:30pm—3:30pm Yes
Pupil sessions)
Year 3—Learn with me (Parent and Pupil
Tuesday 10th March . 2:30pm-3:30pm Yes
sessions)
Someone Special Celebration
Friday 13th March 2:30pm Yes
(Mother’s Day)
Friday 20th March Interim Reports go out 3:30pm -
Friday 20th March Comic Relief: non-uniform day All Day No
w/c Monday 23rd March Parents Evenings 3:40pm - 6:00pm Yes
Reception and KS1 Lent Celebration of
Monday 30th March 2:30pm Yes
the Word
Year 3 and Year 4 Lent Celebration of
Tuesday 31st March 2:30pm Yes
the Word
. Year 5 and Year 6 Lent Celebration of
Wednesday 1st April 2:30pm Yes
the Word
Thursday 2nd April Break up for Easter holiday 3:30pm Yes
Monday 20th April Return to school for Summer Term 8:45am Yes
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