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Dear Parents, carers and parishioners, 

Happy New Year! 

We hope that you and your families had a lovely Christmas break. The children have returned to school 

brilliantly this week and are straight back into routines—thanks for your support with this. The Spring 

Term is an exciting time in school with lots of activities and events. We hope you get a moment to look 

through the diary dates and see what’s going on this term. 

Have a great weekend, 

David, Joanne and Sam 

 

Anxious about School Coffee Morning— Monday 12th January—9:00am 

We would like to invite you to a coffee morning to share information regarding 

emotional well-being and managing anxious thoughts and feelings. The morning 

is for those families who have concerns regarding school attendance, anxiety, 

worry and other mental health concerns. Come to the main office to be signed 

in and you will be taken through to the coffee morning. 

Facebook Page 

Our school Facebook page launched just before Christmas. Over the coming weeks you will see this used 

to share pictures and descriptions of things going on in school. If you use social media, please follow us to 

stay up to date. 

 

 

 

https://ourladyandstjosephsushawmoor.bwcet.com/
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PE at Our Lady & St Joseph’s – This Half Term 

This half term in PE, our pupils are focusing on Netball and Gymnastics. 

In Netball, children will be learning the key skills of passing, catching, shooting and footwork, as well 

as developing their understanding of teamwork and tactics. As the weeks progress, they’ll have the 

chance to put these skills into practice through small-sided games, building confidence and               

cooperation on the court. 

In Gymnastics, pupils will explore balance, flexibility, and control. They’ll work on creating sequences 

that combine rolls, jumps, shapes, and counterbalances while learning how to move safely and         

creatively. This unit encourages not only physical strength but also imagination and problem-solving. 

We’re excited to see the children challenge themselves and celebrate their progress in both activities. 

Thank you for supporting them in staying active and enthusiastic about PE! 

Alongside our PE lessons, we will also be learning about the muscles of the body. Children will explore 

some of the main muscles and learn how they help us move, stay active, and keep our bodies strong.  
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Procedures for appointments during school hours  

If you have to take your child out of school for any reason, including a medical, dental, school visit ap-

pointment, please could you inform the school office prior to the appointment along with any supporting 

evidence of the appointment. This is so that we can authorise the absence where we can and your child is 

not marked as unauthorised in our register.  

Please see below guidance from the government regarding school attendance. https://www.gov.uk/

school-attendance-absence  

Children should aim to arrive in school by 8:55 am at the latest. Persistent lateness causes disruption to 

your child’s education.  

 

Year  Attendance this week: 

Reception 92% 

Year 1/2 99% 

Year 3 95% 

Year 4 97% 

Year 5  98% 

Year 6 93% 

Lighthouse 81% 

Weekly Overall Attendance: 95.2% 

Late arrivals 

We understand that mornings can be hectic and 

that, on occasion events beyond parents’ control 

can cause delays on the journey to school.  

 

Class registers are taken at 9:00am prompt as we 

don’t want to miss any learning opportunities.  All 

children should be in class and sat down by 

9:00am. 

Standards at Our Lady & St. Joseph’s 

Our expectations on attendance must 

remain strong and, as the parent com-

munity know, we take this part of our 

job very seriously indeed. We will be 

contacting parents/carers of those 

children who are persistently absent, 

this means any child with an attend-

ance percentage of 90% or less.  

Please understand that this is a sup-

portive measure and that we are 

working hard to leave no stone un-

turned to help your child achieve the 

very best possible outcomes. 

https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence
https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence
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HOUSE POINTS 

St. Bede St. Cuthbert St. Hilda St. Aidan Captains 

Eva 

Kingsley 

Daisy 

Esme 

 

 

   

Weekly total 157 84 65 64 

Running total 2219 1569 1630 1787 

Sadie Year R  For brilliant writing about our story—One Snowy Night. 

Gracie 

Gabo 
Year 1/2 

For having a fantastic attitude and always being ready to learn! 

For sharing some brilliant ideas about our new story in English!  

Isla 

Rohan 
Year 3 

For fantastic effort with handwriting. 

For amazing effort, focus and a positive attitude in class. 

Kenzi 

Lexi 
Year 4 

For excellent effort and attitude to learning in maths this week. 

For fantastic focus and attitude to learning all week. 

Michael 

Maisie 
Year 5  

For excellent effort and improved concentration. 

For excellent understanding of our new text Skellig in English. 

Megan 

Kingsley 
Year 6 

For excellent answers during metric conversion maths.  

For a super character description of Budi, in our new book, 'Kick.'  

Ashton Lighthouse For excellent effort in maths. 

Isa 

Michael 
PE 

For amazing effort and willingness to improve her skills.  

For great listening and excellent passing in Netball.  

Stars of the week 

Rainbow Rewards 

Red Is for the blood he gave (Be Kind) Charlie Y1/2: For always smiling and making us feel happy. 

Charlie Y6: For being kind to his friends and helping them when they 

were feeling unwell. 

Grayson Y1/2: For being kind to a friend. 

Green Is for the world he made (Be a steward)  

Yellow Is for the light so bright (Be humble)  

Orange Is strong and full of might (Be courageous) Jac: For encouraging children to join in new games at lunch time. 

Purple Is for his hour of sorrow (Be compassionate and 

say sorry) 

 

Pink Is for a new tomorrow (Be just and fair)  

Blue Is for the sky he made so we can aim high (Never 

give up or take the easy option) 

Grayson Y1/2: For not giving up wit trying to get the ball in the     

basketball hoop. 

Keisha-Rose: For never giving up and trying hard with her hand-

writing. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjHurnS6-vPAhVMchQKHT60Am0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.saintcuthbert.net%2F2011%2F04%2Flovely-stained-glass-cuthbert.html&bvm=bv.136499718,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNF9OoiS
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjp4bSB7OvPAhVDuRQKHTlKDWIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.earlybritishkingdoms.com%2Fadversaries%2Fbios%2Fhilda.html&bvm=bv.136499718,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNGn9NoET-7y_1Xx
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi99tOz6-vPAhVFchQKHbwvC8QQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FAidan_of_Lindisfarne&bvm=bv.136499718,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNFnEswVgJhye01JA__BmAVixF6m6w
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpriorsmillbillingham.co.uk%2Fstockton%2Fprimary%2Fpriorsmill%2Farenas%2Fwebsitecontent%2Fweb%2Fall-star-sports-clipart-cliparthut-free-clipart-clipart-star-621_648.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpriorsmil
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Ask your child 

We’re sure you all ask your children what they have learned at school every day.  

We’re also sure that the depth of answers that you receive will also vary, with 

some children saying, ‘nothing’.  To help aid your discussions, each week in the 

newsletter we will include a starter question that will help your child to talk about 

what they what they have been learning that week in school.  Try it tonight 

Reception What is a difference between old and new toys?   

Year 1/2 

What different books do we use at home and at school?  

What living things did we find on our nature walk?  

What great adventure did Tom have in the North Pole?  

Year 3  What is a settlement?  

Year 4 Who added Britannia to the Roman Empire?  

Year 5 What was Saint John Henry Newman’s question for us? 

Year 6 
How do you stay in the green zone? 

What does it mean to love God? 

Lighthouse How would you describe Templeton?  

Article 14:  The right of freedom of thought, belief and religion  
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Date Event Time 
Parents 

Invited 

Tuesday 6th January Return to school for Spring 1st Half Term 8:45am - 

Monday 12th January Anxious about school—coffee morning 9:00am Yes 

Thursday 29th January 
Year 4—Learn with me (Parent and Pupil 

sessions) 
2:30pm—3:30pm Yes 

Thursday 29th January Year 4  Parent Tables Check Meeting 3:40pm—4:00pm Yes 

Monday 9th February Children’s Mental Health Week All Week No 

Tuesday 10th February Safer Internet Day All Day No 

Wednesday 11th February 
Year 6—Learn with me (Parent and Pupil 

sessions) 
2:30pm—3:30pm Yes 

Wednesday 11th February Year 6 Parent SATS Meeting 4pm Yes 

Wednesday 11th February Year 1 Parent Phonics Meeting 3:40pm Yes 

Monday 16th February 
Year 5 Learn with me (Parent and Pupil 

sessions) 
2:30pm Yes 

Friday 20th February Break up for half-term holiday 3:30pm - 

Monday 2nd March Return to school for Spring 2nd Half Term 8:45am - 

Thursday 5th March 

World Book Day: 

- Non-Uniform and ‘Breakfast with a 

book’ 

All Day 

Yes 

(8:30—

8:55) 

Monday 9th March Science Week All Week - 

Monday 9th March 
Reception—Stay and Discover (Parent 

and Pupil sessions) 
9:00am—10:00am Yes 

Tuesday  10th March 
Year 1/2—Learn with me (Parent and 

Pupil sessions) 
2:30pm—3:30pm Yes 

Tuesday 10th March 
Year 3—Learn with me (Parent and Pupil 

sessions) 
2:30pm-3:30pm Yes 

Friday 13th March 
Someone Special Celebration  

(Mother’s Day) 
2:30pm Yes 

Friday 20th March Interim Reports go out 3:30pm - 

Friday 20th March Comic Relief:  non-uniform day All Day No 

w/c Monday 23rd March Parents Evenings 3:40pm - 6:00pm Yes 

Monday 30th March 
Reception and KS1 Lent Celebration of 

the Word 
2:30pm Yes 

Tuesday 31st March 
Year 3 and Year 4 Lent Celebration of 

the Word 
2:30pm Yes 

Wednesday 1st April 
Year 5 and Year 6 Lent Celebration of 

the Word 
2:30pm Yes 

Thursday 2nd April Break up for Easter holiday 3:30pm Yes 

Monday 20th April Return to school for Summer Term 8:45am Yes 
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